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Abstract

Tourism is a complex socio-economic phenomenon that has been expanding in recent
years, specific to modern civilization, which has a strong impact on the world economy by
addressing all age groups. It appears to be the most dynamic sector of the developed countries'
economy and is strongly anchored in society's life. This paper aims to highlight the tourist
resources available to the mountain counties of the North-East Development Region, which
can form the basis of a complex tourist profile, both at regional and national level. The tourist
resources, natural or anthropic, directly influence the tourism development potential of a
destination, the specific activities and the degree of attractiveness, therefore their capitalization
would represent important premises for the development of tourism in the mountain areas.

Keywords: natural tourist resources, anthropic tourist resources, mountain areas, North-East
Development Region.

INTRODUCTION

The World Tourism Organization defines tourism as ‘the activity of a person traveling
outside the environment or normally for an unspecified period of time whose principal purpose
of travel is other than to carry out a paid activity inside the visited place’ ( Teodorescu C, 2009,
p- 7). In social terms, tourism has the role of making the tourist aware of the legacy of past
civilizations, their way of life, their way of thinking, traditions and customs, occupations and
so on. Starting from the premise that tourism is one of the fastest growing sectors of the
economy, we can say that tourism is the economic activity that seeks to exploit the advantages
that some elements of the landscape (natural and anthropogenic) in order to make better use of
them (Muntele 1., 2000, p.5). So tourism phenomena can influence the shaping of the basic
functionality of some local economies. In order to get a clear picture of the definition of
tourism, we also mention that tourism aggregates: All the journeys of persons over a minimum
period of 24 hours away from the place of residence, the sum of their activities during the stay,
the sum of natural or anthropogenic resources, the products (tangible or intangible) And
commercial services (economic activities) that gravitate around tourist activities and travel, all
spatial links and practices generated by these specific trips and activities ( Bulai M., 2013, p.
29-30). We can also say that tourism is a cultural phenomenon and the culture of a country or a
nation can influence to a very large extent the development of tourism. We have in this regard
the example of the countries that have grown and encouraged the development of science, art
or music since the earliest times, thus becoming successful tourist destinations: France, Italy,
Spain and the United Kingdom. Since the end of 2019, the Covid-19 pandemic has affected,
more or less, all the countries of the world, with tourism being one of the most affected
economy sectors. According to the EU support for public projects in the tourism sector report
(November 2020), in 2019 the European Union recorded 577 million international tourist
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arrivals, compared to 2020, with a dramatic decline in tourism jeopardizing around 7 million
jobs and many small and medium-sized companies.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The area of research is the Suceava-Neamt-Bacau mountain counties and the aim is to
highlight the tourist resources each has. In the framework of the Spatial planning (PATN
2007), approved by Law 190/26 May 2009, Section VIII — Tourist Zones, study carried out by
the Urban Project Institute in Bucharest, an assessment of the tourism heritage/potential was
made, using an own methodology, which provided for scores to be given to all the UATs,
depending on: tourism infrastructure (maximum score 20 points), technical infrastructure
(maximum score 30 points), natural resources (maximum score 25 points) and anthropogenic
resources (maximum score 25 points).

In the case of natural resources, the defining variables taken into account for the
quantitative evaluation of the tourist potential were: Natural setting (Position on relief steps,
Geomorphology, Vegetation, Fauna, Hydrography, Landscape), Natural factors (Therapeutic
mineral waters, Therapeutic lakes, Therapeutic muds , Natural emanations) and Protected areas
(Biosphere Reserves, National Parks, Natural Parks, Other nature reserves or monuments). In
the case of anthropic resources, the variables taken into account were: Historical monuments
(Archeology, Architecture, For-public monuments, Memorial-funerary monuments), Museums
and public collections, Art and popular tradition (Traditional events-Festivals, Fairs, Customs-,
Folk crafts), Performing arts (Philharmonics, orchestras, choirs, instruments), Cultural events
(Repeatable events). During the study, the application of statistical-mathematical methods was
considered in order to highlight the potential for tourism development, in terms of scores
obtained by ATUs in the study area mentioned above, and data processing was performed in
Excel, the cartographic material being made using software Specialized: Arc Gis version 10.2.2
and Adobe Illustrator CS3.

RESULTS

Although our country has a special natural and anthropic potential, recognized at
European and international level, Romania is not perceived as a viable tourist destination due
to poor technical and tourist infrastructure, lack of promotion and socio-economic situation in
general. The mountain counties of Suceava-Neamt-Bacau are part of the old historical province
of Moldova and within the current regional configuration, together with the counties of
Botosani, Iasi and Vaslui, form the North-East Development Region. The counties in the
Carpathian mountain area have a complex tourist profile and a varied and rich potential, the
relief, natural resources and anthropic heritage being important perspectives for the
development of different types of tourism: mountain, adventure, rural, historical, cultural,
religions etc. In my opinion, mountain tourism is the main type of developed tourism,
mountain areas along with reservations, natural and national parks and mountain sports (skiing,
rafting, hiking) have favored since ancient times the development of resorts and tourist slopes:
Durdu - at the foot of Ceahlau, Cozla - in Piatra-Neamt, Gura Humorului, Nemira Sladnic
Moldova Ski Slope etc.
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I.1. Natural tourist resources

In Suceava County, the chain of the Eastern Carpathians is an important natural tourist
resource, highlighting the following massive mountains separated by valleys and intra-
mountain depressions: Calimani mountains, volcanic mountains, with trails and paths that
attract a significant number of tourists annually, Volcanic Crater , the fossil deposit from Glodu
where you can see large shells or Tausoarelor Cave. The Ghiumaldu mountain offers tourists
unique Carpathian landscapes culminating in the Zugreni Gorges. Nationally famous "Pietrele
Doamnei" from the Rarau mountain have been declared a protected national area because it has
special geological, faunal and floristic patricularities. Even if these are the best known, we
must not forget other important attractions in the Rardu Mountains: Bat Cave, Bison Stone,
Devil’s mill Gorges, very narrow gorges, Gorges on Izvorul Alb, and last but not least the
secular forests of Slatioara, virgin forest. The intra-mountain depressions, Dornelor,
Campulung Moldovenesc or Humor have managed to develop a sustainable tourism, turning
into real mountain resorts that attract a very large number of tourists every year. Neamt County
has a natural tourist potential directly influenced by the relief units present here: the Eastern
Carpathians, the Sub-carpathians of Moldova and the Moldavian Plateau. By far the most
famous natural tourist attractions in Germany are represented by Mount Ceahlau with
Duruitoarea waterfall and Toaca peak or "Polita cu crini" Reservation where famous is the
larch, the only conifer with falling leaves but also the famous corner flower, black goats and
other living things. The Bicaz Gorges, on the valley of the river of the same name, connect
Moldova with Transylvania, were formed by the erosion of the Mesozoic limestones by the
waters of the Bicaz River (Bostan C., 2008, pp. 30-34). Bacau, a pericarpatic county, located
on the eastern slope of the Eastern Carpathians but also on a large part of the Tutovei Hills, has
the advantage of a variety of relief forms as there are mountains, hills and meadows furrowed
by the valleys of the rivers Siret, Bistrita and Trotus. Among the most important natural tourist
resources we can mention: Nemira Mountains Nature Reserve, with many rapids, waterfalls
and a unique biodiversity: corner flower, yew tree, oriental pine, the famous Oak from Borzesti
by Stefan cel Mare or Tarcau Mountains whose beauty was described by Romanian writers in
their works (Calistrat Hogas and others). Both natural and anthropic lakes present a special and
increasingly capitalized tourist potential: in Suceava the natural lakes are small and the most
important anthropic lakes are the 6 in Somuzul Mare, of which the most famous is Nada
Florilor din Félticeni, the most famous leisure base in the county. In Neamt, the Izvorul
Muntelui reservoir, located behind the impressive dam on Bistrita, is the only inland lake in the
country where Navy Day is celebrated (August 15). Crucii Lake or Cuejdel is the largest
natural dam lake in the country formed due to successive landslides. Specific to the county are
the accumulation lakes on the Bistrita valley that have a special importance from a hydropower
point of view: Pangarati, Vaduri with special fauna and flora, Batca Doamnei located right at
the exit of the Piatra-Neamt municipality, towards Bicaz, delights tourists with its beauty
landscape etc. In Bacau county most of the lakes are anthropogenic, accumulating Géarleni,
Serbaiesti, Lilieci, Poiana Uzului, Racaciuni. The most interesting from a tourist point of view
is Lake Balatau, formed naturally due to landslides, is located in the Nemira Mountains and is
frequently visited by fishermen. The mineral springs of Bacau are also worth mentioning:
Valea Slanicului- Slanic Moldova, Valea Trotusului- Targu-Ocna, Valea Oituzului, Poiana
Sarata etc. The great rivers in the studied counties can also be capitalized by the development
of water sports: rowing, boating, swimming, fishing: Bistrita, Siret, Moldova, etc. Our country
can fully capitalize on the spa potential so beneficial in treating many diseases. The most
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important are the mineral springs which together with a favorable climate led to the
development of famous resorts: Slanic Moldova, Targu-Ocna and Sarata-Bai in Bacau County,
Oglinzi and Baltatesti in Neamt County or Vatra Dornei and Campulung Moldovenesc in
Suceava. Even if in our country there is not much emphasis on capitalizing on the fauna and
flora, I believe that they could have a fairly high potential. A particularly important category is
represented by the reserves and natural and national parks, of a rare beauty, which have made
Romania known abroad as well. We can mention: Ceahlau National Park, Bicazului-Hasmasg
Gorges, Vanatori-Neamt Natural Park ,, Natural Reserves: Galbeni Lake, Lilieci, Nemira,
Balatau Lake from Bacau, Crucii
Lake, Bison and Carpathian Wildlife
Reserve Dragos Voda, one of the
most important in Europe because it
tries to reintroduce in the natural
habitat of the bison, extinct in this
UCRAINA area, the fossil lake Agarcia,
Duruitoarea Waterfall, Munticelu
Cave and Neamt and Zugrenilor
Gorges, Pietrele Doamnei, Tinovu
Sarul Dornei, Piatra Soimului tr,
Klippa de calcare Horses etc in
Suceava. Analyzing the adjacent
cartogram we can say that the
distribution of natural resources has
a strong spatial concentration in
accordance with natural factors. The
highest score highlights especially
the western and northwestern part of
the territory that overlaps broadly
over the Carpathian mountain area
and the Carpathian foothills.

In Suceava and Neamt
counties, only one locality can be
observed, which registered the
minimum score, respectively the
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Fig. 1. Natural tourist resources. Data source: (Ministry of Regional Development and Housing, PATN,
Tourist Areas Section, 2008)

minimum score.The maximum score was recorded in: Bicaz City, located at the foot of the
Ceahldau Mountains, on whose territory is Izvorul Muntelui Lake, Bicaz Port, Bicaz Dam,
which also benefited from the advantage of locating at the crossroads two important valleys,
Bistrita Valley and Bicaz Valley; Agapia commune in which more than half of the commune's
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surface is represented by the forest fund, Bicaz Chei and Bicazul Ardelean, Borca, Ceahlau,
Hangu, Pangarati, Vanatori-Neamt, Vatra Dornei, Brodina, Dorna Candrenilor, Carlibaba, etc.

1.2 Anthropic tourist resources

The anthropic potential of the territory is very important and includes all the buildings,
edifices, monuments and other creations made by people from ancient times until today, which
have cultural, historical, artistic value and thus attract tourists. Cradle of the feudal state of
Moldova, the studied area witnessed the most important events that marked the history of our
people, therefore it has a special historical and architectural heritage. Suceava County can be
proud of monuments such as: Suceava Seat Fortress, Royal Court, Royal Inn currently
"Ethnographic Museum" in Suceava is one of the most interesting and old buildings because
tourists can admire here an old medieval inn built in an area of craft workshops, especially
pottery, on two levels. Also in this category we must mention the monasteries and churches
present in these lands since ancient times and known throughout the world, which can also
represent the premises for the development of religious tourism in Romania. We can mention:
St. John the New Monastery from Suceava, whose relics are here and attracts a large number of
pilgrims annually, the Arbore Church Ensemble, Humor Monastery, Dragomirna Monastery,
Probota Monastery, Putna Monastery, and the other monasteries that are part from the
UNESCO World Heritage Site founded in the 15th and 16th centuries: Voronet with the
famous blue of Voronet, Humor, famous for its red color, Arbore Monastery with extraordinary
exterior frescoes featuring special biblical scenes, Probota, Patrauti and the Church ,,Saint Ioan
“from Suceava. Neamt County also stands out through a variety of monuments and historical
relics, very visited by tourists: Batca Doamnei Fortress in Piatra-Neamt, one of the most
important ancient relics in Moldova. The court and the royal church from Piatra-Neamt today
host the Royal Court Museum. The Church of St. John (1497-1498) is preserved today almost
in its original form preserving its characteristics and the Moldavian style of that era (it also
houses an impressive collection of cultural heritage objects), the Clock Tower of Stephen the
Great, the Neamt Citadel, Neamt Monastery, one of the oldest in Moldova, founded by Stephen
the Great, is famous for its spectacular medieval architecture and fruitful scholarly activities.
The Bistrita Monastery founded by Alexandru cel Bun is the most important monastic
settlement on the Bistrita Valley, bringing great tourist interest. We can also mention: Sihla
Monastery with the Holy Teodora Cave, Sihastria Monastery, Secu, Viratec, Agapia,
Pangarati, Durdu and others. Bacdu County has an interesting heritage in terms of vestiges and
historical monuments, worth mentioning: The Cantacuzino-Pascanu-Waldenburg mansion, is
one of the most beautiful monuments in the county combining Gothic, Baroque and Oriental
elements (in structure and decor presents elements specific to the electicism of Western Europe
in the nineteenth century). Being built mainly of red brick, the monument is also known as the
Red Castle and is located inside the Hemeiug Dendrological Park. The ensemble of the Ghica-
Comanesti Palace, built in the same style as the ensemble of the Cantacuzino mansion, was the
summer residence of Prince Ghica. We can also mention: the Royal Court Ensemble from
Bacéau, the County Library and the Castle of the Stirbei family from Darmanesti, the largest
monument in Bacau County. The list of Historical Monuments in Bacau County, 2015 also
includes: Rachitoasa Monastery, recently restored from European funds, attracts a large
number of pilgrims and tourists, Bogdana Monastery, Casin Monastery, etc. At the level of the
three counties there are numerous museums, among the most important we can mention:
Cucuteni Museum of Eneolithic Art (Neamt County), Vivariul (Bacdau County), "Victor
Anestin" Astronomical Observatory (Bacdu County) -Neamf, the Salt Museum from Bucovina
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(Cacica, Suceava County), the “Mihai Bacescu” Water Museum (Suceava County), the
Museum of Natural and Hunting Sciences (Vatra Dornei, Suceava County), the Egg Museum
(Suceava County Customs), (Matei Daniela, 2015, p. 455).

Ethnography and folklore have become increasingly important as more and more
tourists both from the country and abroad seek to discover the ancestral traditions and customs
that evoke important moments in the troubled history of our people. Of the three counties
studied, Suceava and implicitly Bucovina managed to best preserve the heritage of their
ancestors and capitalize on them for tourism purposes. The most visited museums and
ethnographic and folklore collections are: The Museum of Bucovina Village, the first open-air
museum in Romania, highlights the cultural-architectural heritage but also ethnographic and
folklore by presenting the development of important events in human life: wedding, funeral
etc. of popular origin from the Upper Country. The wood museum from Campulung
Moldovenesc impresses with its large number of exhibits, over 15,000 specific to the old
occupations of the inhabitants of the area. (Niculescu G., 2010, p. 86) Famous is also the black
pottery center from Marginea where tourists can witness the processing of ceramic objects,
pottery being a basic occupation of the ancient inhabitants. And the Land of Thorns impresses
with the beauty of the exterior decorations, the authenticity of the folk costume and the artistic
processing of the wood. In Neamt County, the Nicolae Popa Museum from Petricani presents
an impressive collection of naive masks and sculptures, a collection of old icons, numismatics,
paintings, etc. The Vasile Gaman House-Museum in Vanatori-Neamt also presents various
collections: household objects made of wood, manuscripts, paintings, folk costumes, ceramic
exhibits etc. The art of wood is very well valued here. The ethnographic area of Bacau is
influenced by the beauty of the meadow and by the old Moldovan villages with specific
traditions and customs. Specific collections can be admired at the Museum of Ethnography and
Contemporary Art "Dimitrie N. Ghika Comanesti", Ethnography Collection "Antal Maria"
with objects specific to the ethnographic area Ghimes-Faget, Collection "Casa Bunicilor " in
Palanca, Oituz- important pottery center and braids of hazelnut branches etc.

Analyzing the map below we can say that anthropogenic resources have a higher
degree of dispersion being directly influenced by human activities and not necessarily by
natural factors. From this point of view, the best represented is Neamt County, which in recent
years has stood out through important investments in the field of tourism and a judicious
capitalization of the existing heritage. Especially in Suceava County it can be observed that
most of the administrative-territorial units in the west and northwest that recorded maximum
values in the case of natural resources, in terms of anthropogenic resources have a minimum
score. Bacdu County has overall the same situation as in the case of natural resources, most
communes receiving the minimum score. We must also note that the beautiful ethnographic
areas are highlighted, which sanctify the traditions and customs and attract important tourist
flows: Neamt Depression, Dornelor, Radauti, or the monasteries in northern Moldova that are
part of the UNESCO World Heritage: Humor Monastery, Umor Monastery , Arbore, Sucevita,
Vatra Moldovitei etc. Maximum values are also presented by important municipalities and
cities due to the existence of special historical and architectural monuments, museums and
public collections. Analyzing the natural and anthropic resources that are basic components of
the tourist potential, we noticed that Suceava and Neamt counties have a higher potential
compared to Bacau county which is deficient in both resources even if it has unique resources
at national level: Slanic Moldova, Targu Ocna (for therapeutic purposes) but they appear only
in some places in the form of small islets.
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Fig. 2. Anthropic tourist resources. Data source: (Ministry of Regional
Development and Housing, PATN, Tourist Areas Section, 2008)
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CONCLUSIONS

Consequently, at national level, the analyzed counties must be seen as a link in the
Romanian tourism system and can be very well used as tools in achieving the goal of tourism
development but also economic or even regional, because the natural and anthropic tourism
resources available, the existence of a true UNESCO heritage, hospitality and great
development potential can ensure the necessary premises for the development of strong tourist
flows. As I said before, if in our country the tourist potential would be capitalized at its true
value, tourism would become one of the main engines of the Romanian economy, able to
provide a large part of the Gross Domestic Product and thus recover the national economy
severely affected by crises, restructuring and corruption. The three Carpathian counties could
develop an impressive number of types of tourism, being very suitable for mountain,
adventure, business and religious, educational, cultural or rural tourism etc., and this could at
least allow at the level of the North-East Development Region, the development of special
thematic tourist routes. From a geographic point of view, the quantification of tourist resources
can outline subjective opinions rather than premises of the development of tourist activities.
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